An autopsy case of multiple leucoencephalitis showing hemiatrophy of the brain.
A 39-year-old female died 25 years after the onset of epileptic seizure. In the clinical course, she suffered epileptic seizures, left hemiparesis and muscular atrophy of the left upper extremity, psychological character change, dementia, forced laughter and hallucinatory and delusional states. Pathologically, severe changes were found in the right hemisphere consisting of lesions of white matter with myelin loss, especially in the frontal, temporal and occipital lobes. Gliosis was diffusely observed in the white matter excepting areas with severe changes. In some parts of the cortex, the cytoarchitecture was destroyed and in this area, blood vessels numerously increased. In the left occipital white matter, perivascular infiltration mainly consisting of lymphocytes was observed with numerous fat granule cells and gemystocytic astrocytes around them. The present case may belong to the category of multiple leucoencephalitis, however, it had many characteristic features, such as a long clinical course (25 years) and pathologically revealed hemiatrophy of the brain.